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               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
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· MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
.. . · .· . BETWEEN .· · .· . 
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRlCUL TURE OF 

THE UNiTED STATES OF AMERICA 
·. . . AND . . . 
THE MlNlST'RY OF AGRICULTURE OF . 

. THE PEOPLE;S REPUBLIC OF CIDNA . 
. · .. ·. · ·.· ON . ••· .. ·. · ... · .. 

. · COOPERATION IN AGRICiJLTURE AND RELATED FIELDS 

The Department ofAgricultme of the United States of America (USDA) andthe Ministd of. 
Agriculture of the People's Republic of China (MOA), hereinafter the "Parties';: · l · 

. . . . . . .·. . . . . . . . . . . . .· ...... :·· . . i · .. 
Noting the Meniora.tJ.dum ofUnderstanding between the Department of Agriculture ofth4 United 

. States of America and the Ministry of Agriculture of the People's Republic of China on ) 
Cooperation in Agriculture and Related Fields, signed at WashingtOn August 25, 2003 j 
(hereinafter referred to as "the 2003 MOU''), has played an important role in supporting ! 
advances in agricultural trade, agricUltural productivity, and sustainable natt.tral tesotirce l 
management; · · ' 

. Considering the increasing economic globalization affecting agricultural and food produ<ition 
and trade and the growing emphasis Ori the role of science-based standards and technologbr, 
especially biotechnology in agriculttiral production and trade; · · i 

Seeking topragmatically facilitate romprehimsive bilateral cooperation and exchanges inl 
. . . . . . . . . . . I 

agricultural science and education, policy, management, operation, standardization, econ~mics 
and trade in accordance with the domestic conditions in therespective COUntrle8 and Oil tije basis 
of science, equality, mutual benefit; and Win-win scenario; · ! · 

. . . . . . . . . .. _·. . ·. . . . . . . ·. . . . ! · .. 
Desiring a closer partnership ori agricultUral cooperation founded on the basis of increasep · . 
mutual understanding between the Parties, and in accordance with and subject to the Agr~ent 
between the Govemrnent of the United States of America arid the Govenunent of the People's · 
Republic of China on Cooperation in Science ancl Technology (the "S&TAgreemerit"), stgned at. 
Washington on January 31, 1979, as extended and amended, for the purpase of ptoinotin~ 
cooperation and tollaboration in the field of agriculture science and techrtology, · . · j 

Have agreed as follows: 
l 



··ARTICLE I 
· ·Purpose . : 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding ("MOD") is to promote the further 
1

. 

develop:meiltofbilatehu cooperation in agricultUre between the two countri~s; to replace!the •·. . 
2003 MOU, which expired in August2008, and continue; as well as expand; the progranis and · 
activities initiated therelinder. · · · · · · · · · · l 

1 
~ . 

ARTICLEll·· 
· Areas of Cooperation . 

1. 'fhe Partie$ will endeavor to collabOrate on mutually agreed activities in the fields of dcience, 
trade proiriotion, and capadty-buildihg that Will promote cooperation in agricultUre~ ··sel<icted 
priority areas may includ~, but are not limited, to the following: · · · · · · · ; 

a) Enhance cooperation in the fields of plant arid animal. health, food safety and quJantine .• 
issues to the extent of the :Parties' respective ma!ldates, includirig tes~arch and · ! · 

. development of each one'S OWn inspection techniques and policieS,de\telopment pf 
science based measures to enhance food safety in accord with international obli~ions, · 
capacity building, and participation in attivities of: relevant international otganizapons; 

b) Collaborate on agricultural market, institutiona1, and rural development; · . . . ! · 
· c)· Facilitate Uriderstandingofbiotechnology, second generation bioenergy,>andothernew 

techtlologies; . . · ·. · · · . . · · ·· ·. · · · · ··. · . I . · 
·.d)· Facilitate animprovedbusinessdimate between private entreprenetirs.ofboth co~ntries 

. for agricultural trade and investment; and· · . · · · ·. • • · · •. • .·· · · ·. · · I · . . 
e) Facilitate cooperative efforts 1n other 'fields Within the purview of and aS·mutuall~agreed 

by the Parties. · · · · · · · · · · · · · l 
. . . . . . . . . . ·. . :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . : . . . ... _·. . . . . . . ~ . . . . 

· 2. 'TheParties.will,.as maybe. mutually agreed; encourage and facilitate direet.contatts $ween··. 
groups froin each country to work toward long~tenn cooperationin prograrris to promote !trade, · 
reseaich, extension services, and training, and to identify potential joint activities. . ! . •.. .· . . .... ··.. .· .· .. · ... ·. •. ·.· .· ·. ·. . · .. ··. ·.·. ·. . .· • ... · .· .· .. ··.····.·.·.. . . . . I ... ·.· 

· 3. To generate broad iiiterestand increaSed activities, the Parties may mutua1lyagree to i;lvite · 
other interested. personnel at government agencies and the scientific and busiiie~s commt#ties of .. 
both countries, in cooperathre programs, trade facilitation, capacity~ building aCtivities, ~ · . 
Scientific cooperation and exchanges In the implementation ofthis MOtJ. • .· . . l 

. . . ... 

·• ·ARTICLE Ill .. · 
. Implementing Arrangements · ' ; 

. ~ 

1. This MOU Will serve as the framework for the .Parties to discuss and coordinate inaitets 
. related to agricu.ltu!e arid ~gricuittiral products, arid to facilitate collaborative activities bepween. 
the Parties iri matterS ofscierice, technology, and trade withintheir purview. The USDA ~dthe · 
MOA and their respective agencies and offices will arrange their own activities and utili* their 
own resources, including the expenditure of their OWn funds, in implementi_r:ig Collabbrati~e . . . . . . . I 



activities under this MOU. Each Party Will endeavor to carry out its separate acti\litieSiJ a . · 
coordinated and mutually beneficial manner. . j · 

. ·. . . . . . . ·. .• .. . . . . • . .• . ·. . · ... ·.··. ·.. ! · . 
. 2 ..• EachParty'sparticipation in collaborative activities under this MOUistobe.conduct~in · 
. accordance with the laws and regulations of the respective Party's go\reinment these ! . · . 
coilabor.ilive activities shall be subject to the mutual agreement ofthe Parties and shaJI.qe 

. described in; and subject to, individuai plans ofwotkdetlrieating arrangehlents between , .... 
participants that are specific for each activity. In general, cooperation will be effeCted tbfough 
exchange of materials and irifonnation; exchange of scientists, speCialists~ and trahtees; · ! · . 
. organiZation of symposia and workshops; and joint publication ()f stUdies andreporis .. ··1 

j 

L 
. . . .. 

· · ARTICLE IV . i 

Joint Committee on Cooperation in Agriculture {JCCA) · · .·. I 

•t; .The.Parties continuetheJointCommittee on CooperationinAgriculture·(JCCA),whi~hshall . 
. coordinate cooperation between the Parties in agricultUral matters. TheJCCAwiil becoj.chaired · 
tor USDA by the Secretary or an lJrider Secretary of AgricultUre and for MOAby theMillister · · 
or a Vice Minister ofAgricultute~ or their designees; The co~chairs oftheJCCA may detennine, 
by mutual agreement, the rem~iruO.g composition of the}CCA and the entities that rnay J.tiend. · . . . 
JCCA meetings~ the Parties tnay also establish additional committees or working gtoup~ as ·. . 

. deemednecessary to effectivelyimpletnent this MOU; · .. ···. . .· .· ·. . . . .. ··.· . j 

2. All working groups pertaining to agriculture establiShed under preVious arrangements! 
betWeen the Parties will be contiriuedand guided by theJCCA; inclUding theJoinr\Vorking · 
Group on Science and Technology (JWG), High-Level Joint Working Group on BiotecMology 
(BWG), and the Animal and Plantl-Iealth Wotking Group (APHWG) that are comprised br · · . 

. government representatives from USDA and MOA. . . I . . . . . . . I 

3 .. Each Party shall designate a Liruson Secretary; who shall be at the USDA Administralor level·· 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . I 

andthe MOA Director Generalle:veL The Liaison Secretaries shall be the points ofron~ct for .· 
the JCCA and will supply administrative support for me~tings ofthe JCCA; ··l· · · · 

i ·. i 
4. The JCCAwill meet.at least once every two years alternately in theUnited.States.and!China. 

·. Prior to the meetings the Parties shail agree upon ali agenda. the Parties. will endeavor tJ place ·.• . 
. items on the agenda that c6ver a wide range of agricultural issues such astechl1ical exch~ge, •.. 

information sharing, scientific research, agricultural policy, international obligatiorts, an~ ... 
agricultural trade. · · · · · · · · · · · · · j . 

. . . j 

ARTICLEV 
·Funding .. ·.··. 

.. i ·. 
i 

. ~ . 

i . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

. . . . . . : . . . . . : •. . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . : . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .- . . . .- ~ . . . . . . .. : . . . . . . -.. . . ~ . 

L Nothing in this MOUshall obligate either the USDA or the MOA to experid, obligate,! or • · 
. transfet any flinds .. Specific work projects or activities. that involve the transfer offunds,lieNices, 
or property among the variotis agendes and offices of the USDA and the MOAwil1 requ~ie · • .. 

· execution of separate ariangett1ent8 ·and shall• be con:tingent upon the availability of perso~d, · 
resources/and appropriated funds. ·. · · · · · · ·1· 



. . .·· .. · .. · .·.· ...... · .. · . · .. · ... ·.. . · .... · ..... ··.· · ... · ·... ·.. . ·.· .. •·.···· · ... ····•· .. ·. . .·· .. I .· . 
·. 2. The Parties may; consistent With their domestic laws and regulations and with mutualleonserit, 

.. ·allow thehostPartytocover the expenses incurred hythe guestPartywhiie ot1 travel injupport 
ofthe implementation of this tv~OU .. Expenses may include; hut are not limited to, dom¥c . 
travel~ accoinlnociaiionS, meals; and local transportation: · · · · l ·. 

·. ARTIC~E VI .· I 
• Treatment of Intellectual :Property ·l· 

. · .•.. ·.; ... ··· • .... ·· .• ..... · .. · .. ·. ·. >·.·.· .· .· ...... ·.· .... · .•.. : .. : .· · ..... t ·.· ... · 
· Intelle¢tual propertY and business~confidential infomiation created orfumished inthe·co}ttseof•.· 
acti\litiesunderthlsMOU shaH be governed by the provisionsofAn.nexl...o: Intellectual P.roperty 
oftheS&T Agreement. . . . . . . . . . l · 

.. ARTICLE VII 
. Protection ofSen.sitive Technology .· .·· .. · · 

L 
i 
! 
l 

. The Parties agree that no infofl11ation or equlp1tlenf requiring prot~ction. in fueiriterest oflnational 
deferu;e or foreign relations and classified in accordance with its applicable national law~ arid·. ·. · ... 

· .. regul~tionsshallbe provided lihdetthis MOlL In the event that information orequipme¥thatis 

• .· :;:.i'Jt~6'00i:Ithb:"~tii:!U:!~:::~~~eo1~~~=t~~i~s . 
and the Parties shallconsultto identify appropriate security measures to beagreedupon~ythe .. · 

· · Parties in \Vriting and applied t() this informatiorr and equipment and shall, if appropriate,! amerid 
this MOO toincorporllte such measures. · · · · · · · . . ! 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Technology TranSfer 

. . . The transfer of unclassified export~controlled informatio~ or equipm~tbetween the ·Parties shall 
. be in acc(,rdruicewith the reJevantlaws arid regulations ofeachParty. IfeitherPartY dee~· sit • .. 

. . necessary; detailed provisions for the prevention ()furiauthorizedtra#Sfer orretrarisferof ·. ch .·. 
information or eq~ipment ~hall be incorporated iri~o artti~plementing agreements or_ pt fd ..• 

·.contracts; ·Export infonnat10n shall be marked.to.xdentifyit as exp<:~tt controUed.andtdenpfy any· 
• restrictions on further use ottrarisfer. ·. . .· .. ·•· ••... ·. •· · ... ·.•.. • · · · · . . · . I 

j. 

ARTICLKIX . 

• . .•••.•..... · . • . . .• . • . . Coordinating o.m... • . . . . . . . •.. • . . ... · .. ·. . . . I 
· · .·· Urider.thisMOU; .the designated coordinating offices will be the·fofeign.Agricultural.S1"ice.· .. 

(FAS)for U~DAartd the !nterniational Cooperation DepaJi.menl for MOA. TheFAS sh~l be 
responsi[)le for ~ordiriatirig particip8,tiol1 oflJSDA Mission Areas in work thatrelates to !this 

.. ·.· . . .. . .. ··.·. . .. · . . . . . .. · . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. ··.·· .. ·. .j 
· .. MOUaridth<dnternational Cooperation Departnient o(MOA shall~ resp6i1Siblefor· · i. · .. 

. cooniitultirig participation of 6ther MOA beparhnents hi work that relates ~() this fvi()U .• jrhe 
. . Partieswill.atterilpt t9 • coordinat~ activities .of l)ther Departmen~, Ministries,Admin.i~ons,. . 
.· • and Bureaus intetested in agrictiltille and rural economic development a8 it relates to this jMOO; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . 

~ 
! .· 

I 
i 
' ; 
' 



Note: At the present time, the Treaty Office does not have the Chinese text of this Memorandum of Understanding.  If the Chinese text becomes available, it will be
added to this publication.

ARTICLE X 
Other Agreements 

Nothing in this MOU shall be interpreted to prejudice or modify any existing U1lderstari4ng or 
agreement to which the Un1tedStates of America and the People's Republic ofChiria ar' Party. 

. I 

ARTICLE XI 
Final Provisions 

' 
; 

. ~ 

l 

. 1. This MOU shall enter into force upon signature and shall remain in force.for five yeafs. This · 
MOO maybe extended or amended by Written agreement of the Parties.· Either Party m~y · 

. terminate this MOlJ with a60-day written notice to the other. . \ 
' 

2. This MOU is not intended to, and does not create, any right, benefit, or tnist responsi~ility, 
substantiveOrprocedutal; enforceable at law or equity, by a third party againSt the Unit~ States 
of America or the People's Republic of China, its agencies~ its officers, or any person. I 

j 

. Done at Washington, D.C., this 22ild day of September, 2009, in duplieate, in the Englis~ and 
Chinese languages, both textS being equally authentic. · \ 

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE OF THE 

UNITED STATESOF 
AMERICA: 

0"~'·····. V~L-. J . . . 

t~oma ; sack . • . . 
Secretary· 

FOR THEMINlS,.JYOF. 
AGIUClJL TlJRE flF 

THE PEOPLE'$ 
REPUBLIC OF , . A: 

~1).· 
Sltn Zhengcai 
· Minister 




